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MINISTER FOR PLANNING 
Elizabeth Quay — Water Park — Water Testing — Personal Explanation 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.15 pm]: Mr Speaker, I also rise to make a brief 
personal explanation under the same standing order, 148. 

The SPEAKER: Please proceed. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: As per the advice provided by the Minister for Health on 24 February this year, I also stated 
that the first notification of any pathogenic organism in the water park at Elizabeth Quay was on Monday, 
22 February 2016. As the Minister for Health has advised, we have since been informed that this information 
was incorrect. We were obviously not aware of that information on 24 February. 

Results received on 14 February 2016 showed detection of Pseudomonas bacteria in the park’s filters and 
surface troughs but, importantly, not in the area that holds treated water ready for return to the park surface. I am 
advised that the lack of any potentially harmful microorganisms in the balance tank was reassuring from a public 
health viewpoint, and the Department of Health did not deem it necessary to close the park on the basis of these 
results. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time. Member for Warnbro, I call you 
to order for the first time. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The difference of these results from those on 22 February 2016, when the park was closed, 
was that on 22 February Pseudomonas was being detected throughout the system and, accordingly, on advice 
from the Department of Health, the water park was closed immediately. In reference to information I provided 
on 15 February that three filters were contaminated, I am advised that this was in fact six filters. However, once 
again, the Department of Health did not consider it necessary to close the park on the basis of these results. It 
should be noted that the number of filter sampling points had been increased from one to six on 4 February. 

I also advise that during the suspension of standing orders debate, I stated that on 28 January non-disease–
causing amoebae were identified in the discharge pipes. I have subsequently been advised that this was actually 
in the balance tank. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. Member for Albany, I call you 
to order for the first time. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: All information I provided to the house was based on advice provided to me at the time. The 
Minister for Health has now tabled a report that provides a full summary of the opening and closure of the water 
park and confirms that on the first occasion there was deemed to be a risk to public health—on 22 February—
immediate action was taken. The park was closed and it remains closed whilst the contractors undertake a design 
and equipment upgrade. We will update the community when the park will reopen, and the approval to reopen 
will come from the Department of Health. 
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